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The yajamana or th
L et e sacrificer achi -
 the same world of the heer achieves union with gods i
bm  here and h&l‘i;.;:lllzlut al din the sacrifice. Thus, ‘fm 35::'1;::11: not m‘f‘rum _
* sacrificer! A s et i bich, & sty o 8 Vi 56

Sacrifice of initiati
- on or Diksani : - o
Wgﬂ Somayaga being the m:mf;:’nﬂ‘fﬁ;;s the Vikrti yaga of its Prakrti yaga, viz.
importance. As a matter of fact Di ‘pn tsacrifice. Diksaniyesti also is of emence
For the perfo iksaniyesti is included in the Isti vari i
o rmance of almost all the Vedic sacri e Isti variety of sacrifice.
it et priority: Because wi gm ic sac.nﬁa::es, the performance of almost
right of the performance of all mnsl:c 'ﬁm being ndtiones i DRERCHE /A SR
As Diksaniyesti, it i paone .
R e i e et
the s G eastia e . 1;1:11 any way. D:kscfnwem‘is performed towards
e uarter of the gods; or else it should incline towards the
north, since the north is the quarter of men. It should ri
st Bt the st i - 1t shouls rise somewhat towards the south,
would quickly go to yonder world, iautci[; :th: :v“: 111:;: 10 i the'mm i
" iR y the sacrificer lives long, therefore,
The Sacrifici : :
B i c1al_ gmfmd should not exceed on the east side, since such an excess
_ avor of his spiteful enemy. It may be in the south, and also in the north; but
that plnf:ae of warsh!p alone is thoroughly efficient where the measure of the sacrificial
ground is exceeded in the west, for to him (who possesses such the hi i
of the gods readily incli ) e e e
gl e ily inclines so much as to the place of worship.
t is, however, the officiating priests that constitute the i
o 5 73 place (or medium) of
mhlp whﬁﬁ;:dﬁi ﬂcar?ed B&T;al:is, \;‘m in sacred lord, perform the
':WIﬁBC, rifice, there S e place: of worship) we consider the nearest
(to the gods).
R On this (ground) they erect either a hall ora shed, with the top-beams running
fro westtn east, for the east is the quarter of the gods, and from the east westwards the
‘approach men that is why one offers to them while standing with his face towards
: _-F.or this reason one must not sleep with his head towards the west, nor he should
stretching (his legs) towards the gods. The southern quarter belongs to the Fathers,

the western one to the snakes, and that faultless one is the one where the gods

d d (tn heaven), and the northern quarter belongs to men. Hence in human (practice)
VAGISVARI || 55
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2 A .__.Iﬂ;lportant Vedic Plant and Gogq

Chakraborty
rtment, Sanskrit Deptt
e ﬁ? rimganj, Assam (India)

erature. Soma is the name

i of a plant from whic
extt;ctaf:il and gffered to the Gods. As the :itLLal}
]mpo fe }'ole in Rg_vedg it is only natural that
plant, Juice of which is so much used in the

f;hymns- df:dica.ted to them. In the post Vedic
Y, Soma is identified with the Moon. Soma 1s the

m the root Vsu which
repare. Soma is the
of the ancient world.

The word Soma comes fro
extract or to make ready. p
. of the most sacred plants

e most important of herbs Soma is said to have born
' -]319_.1:1&‘5l or as their king. He receives the epithet

Id of the wood’ and i said to have geqerated
ie lants 1s invoked to remove sin and

_ ribed as
the Rgvedd desc

he Soma plant 1S
e Som ; statement :
i ing to later also severdl times
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st be similar to it in colour.

:y being pounded with a st?:;
i lie on a skin and seem ip
sage to be placed on the altar. It is
vamtnous in colour may have been
of the Soma plant available and the
and stage of storage. The Rgveda
l?‘ml shining"”. Soma is narrated as
ands , by the ten fingers'® or figuratively
‘who are sisters'®. Soma is the lord of the
the beverage of immortality. Like Agni he is
s, the growths of the earth and in the walcrsk.

_' *p'essed out b){ the pressing-stone which has a
3 cqmcctnon with the thunderbolt, the formed
of Indra who called Adri. The pressing of Soma

he pressed dr s are poured upon and pass over
_'-'Bh'fﬂ?'s wool' . For it purifies Soma, so that he
anced to the feast of the Gods'*. Soma is simply
s flowing in a river of delight to the Seat of the
he abode of immortality. The purified (unmixed)
is often called Suddha (pure), but much oftener
( ' This unmixed Soma is offered almost
."tb Vayu and Indra, the epithet sucipa ‘drinking
) being distinctive of Vayu. but is admixed with
itra-varuna and with honey for the Asvins.

on tbe leture of water with the juice, the

the waters 1s expre
w for hlm The waters Io:’ his
e lord an
head of strea :

- 22 4p ocean! amudriya)
o gisters As leader ©

. waters .
ver Tain’ - HeHzrod i

rain. streams

Gf stones was the usual method in the period of













e mstﬁ:dymm of the
ly 1denti with the Moon. |

means the Moon and in the B:(}T;(ﬁv.
atrcady become a common place. |p, igs
e, Soma is a regular name of the -anc
d as being .drunk up by the Gods and s,
ﬁl_led up again by the Sun. In the Chang, a
tement 1s found that the Moon is king Soﬁa
'Gods and is drunk up by them’* Even in the
e identification of Soma with the Moo is
mmon place. Thus the 4it. Br. remarks that the
the Soma of the Gods'’. The Sat.Br, that king Soma
the Gods, is the Moon™; and in the Kau 53, the
lant or juice is symbolical of the Moon God?:’. [n
oma several times means the Moon*’, Soma is
f rays®'. Thus we get the identifications of Soma
Soma is directly called to be Candramas”™.
of Soma is the lord of fighters. By name it is never
t in anything. Therefore, he (darsa, the slender
of the new moon) should never make the worshipper
in progeny and riches. The darsa or the young Soma
Moon) is complete at the point and at the end. He 1s
ing to look at. The stems of Soma are unexhausted and

feed on the unexhausted.
will thus be noticed that
dic singer not only for

Rgveda, Soma

Soma plant is used by _lhc
ritual but also for magical

| b : the power
i emphasis is laid on the
edicinal purposes. Grea,:a,adepto connect itself with the

‘and somehow it 15 o O ation of the plan
‘amulets and charms v, and this naturally

i v the L
the Moon is complete 10 e lord of plants
a : moon 18 & =05 ed b
mmm:ctﬁg;:ﬂ:w;h:sc soothing light is prais y
. Soma, the
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