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THE ORIGIN AND GROWTH OF T INDUSTRY
INBARAKVALLEY
(1855 to 1990)

Leena Chakrabarty,
Assistant Professor,

Department Of History, R K Nagar College

Introduction :

The British first started tea plantation in India in 1839 the first tea plantation

was started in upper Assam b
; Yy the Assam Tea C
plantatlon Company of the world . ca ompany, the first tea

of the state. The present study wi
the Tea Industry in barak Valley of assam.

Barak Valley and Tea Industry :

Lord William Bentick, Governor General of India in a resolution, dated
January 24,1834 took up the matters of India tea cultivation. Subsequently
a Tea committee was appointed in 1834, with Dr Wallich as secretary to
make attempt for introduction of tea cultivation in India.2

The tea committee, in 1835, appointed a scientific commission. Dr D.
Wallich, Dr W. Griffiths and J. Mc lelland were the members of this
commission who after field study choose Assam for tea cultivation. In the
meantime Mr G. J. Gordon, of the firm of Mackintosh &Co was sent to
china to collect information, and to bring tea seeds and Chinese cultivators.
He brought some plants which were planted in various areas in Assam.
C.A. Bruce, brother of Robert Bruce was appointed under Lieutenant
Charlton took initiative to raise nurseries from Chinese seeds. He found
many indigenous tea plants. First, he selectffd Sadiya which was not
successful. In 1837 a new plantation was established at Chatfua and it was
successful. This was also planted with china seeds. The China seeds ta;mg
indigenous Assam plant got cross-pollinated naturally and produced hybri

tea which later on found in a large number’.

Bruce got promotion as superintendent later on an(fl‘r l.1e \:iva;ith:v i;:lllo‘r,l:g; l(l)sf
tea industry in Assam. He cleared jungles and made 1eni ns vf:)ild th e
tribal chiefs and found many indigenous tea plants dgr(?;vA fs vildia
places of Assam. The first consignment of tea made 1

Calcutta in 1836.%
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-The first major tea garden was started in upper Assam in1839 by the Assam
Tea Company. The soil of Brahmaputra valley is very fertile for tea garden.
Its climate and topography is also favorable. To attract the planters and
capitalist the colonialist enacted many laws in their favour . Within twenty
years many British companies entered in various parts of Assam. Within a
few decades , tea producers in Assam had occupied 54 percent of the market
in the united kingdom.®

The planters were very much inspired by the initial success of tea plantations
in the Assam and expanded the plantation in different parts of the state,

On the 14™ August 1832 the British annexed Cachar. In 1 833 Lt Fisher was

appointed as Superintendent permanently and Dudhpatil, near Silchar

became the Headquarter. Now the British government wanted to earn profit

from Cachar because their aim was to get profit as much as possible from
our country. So the reason behind the annexation of Cachar was also mainly
economic. Besides the attack by the Manipuri’s and the Burmese again and
again alarmed the British to secure their country, the colonial rulers annexed
Cachar. Within a short period of time Cachar became economically sound.
Encouraged by the success of tea garden in upper Assam the planters started
to extend the establishment of tea garden in Cachar and numbers of tea
gardens were established in the district. Captain fisher started planning for
developing tea in Cachar. Captain fisher, Captain Stewart, Lt . G. Verner
and J.W.Edgar were the forerunners of tea plantation in Cachar.

Geographically, Cachar is located between 2408’ and 25015 north latitude
and 92020’ and 93015’ E longitude. It covers an area of 6962 sq km.7
(Allan ,B.C , Assam Dist Gezetteers (cachar) Allahabad 1905.)

In the north of the district is Khasi Jaintiz. ~nd.Nesth.Loshea Hillss, nthic
- south the lushai hills and the state of Tripura, Manipur hills and the river
Barak in the East and Bangladesh in West. The district Cachar was
comprising three subdivisions viz Cachar, Karimganj, Hailakandi. On the
1t July 1983, the subdivisions Karimganj was separted'from Qachm and
upgraded to another district. Again on 1* oct 1989 Hailakandi was also
upgraded to a separate district. Thus the polftlcal map of Cachar changed.
Nowadays these three districts of old Cachar is collectively called the Barak

Valley.

In Barak Valley mainly four types of lands are seen i.e likely areas hilly
areas, intermitted high land or tillah ,low land(locally called beels or.haors)
and plain land. The river Barak is the life line of the valley. Tl:)e Elam land
covers 45% of the total area, tillah30% hilly area20%, bee1§5 %°
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The policy of waste land Regulation was started to deprive the local people

in the field of tea cultivation. Under this regulation the British planters had

to pay a minimum rate of revenue for the land where the rate of revenue for

local people was high. Thus the British administration was able to complete

the formation of imperialist capital by transferring the whole tea industry
to the British tea planter through its conspiratory regulation ® G. Williamson
was the first person who applied the policy of grant of waste lands in cachar 1°
A large number of planters became interested to start tea plaptation in Ca}char.

Gradually with the initiative of administrative persons like Capt. Fisher,
the fist superintendent of Cachar, then Lt Q.Vemer & Ijt. T. Stewart , many
tea industry were established in Cachar, which resulted in a sound economic
condition of this district. During the period of 18§5 the tea companies of
Cachar suffered a crisis. But in about 1869 the tea industry b.egan to revive
and more than one third of all the tea exported from Assam is produced in
Cachar district."

Different system of land grant was introduce'd for th.e teil ga;(?ezei;s;ligzg
as i) Grants under old Assam rules ii) Grants in fee s.1mlpsz ;v a:(;i gl
lands originally granted under the waste lax?d rule}s }l,n 24
old Assam rules iii)Mirasdari leases for periods of thirty years.

P 2 f
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280,172 acres of land and the production increased to 20898000j,

soil of Cachar was fertile for tea plant the tea gardeng produe dS.As
amount of tea which were exported to foreign countries g, ;
suffered temporary set back for Some years byt again the tea. plan

revived with the efforts of European planters as well as the laboy
rers,

Progress of tea Gardens in Cachar

=

4 8ood

tation

Eear ’ No of Total area Area under | W
gardens (in acres) plantation producticf:
[1861 54 80000 I en0u 34000
1869 71 86000 24151 455000
1872 80 91000 23000 | 5000000
1882 152 Na 48873 12721000
1895 199 280172 58216 2016913
1898 199 280172 62179 20898000
1901 180 > 56000 31088000 I

Source: 1) District records, DC office,Silchar.

People attacked the peace lover inhabitants of the plains for plunder, slaves
and human heads which they needed to fulfill social customs and to please
their ancestors. By the year 1871 the Lushais came down from their hills
and attacked the villages in Cachar, Sylhet, Tripura and Manipur with a
vast force. This attack was going on for many days. On the 23 January a
group of Lushais attacked the tea gardens of Katlicherra and Alexanderpur.
A girl of 7 years was killed and another was taken as captive'?. In 26
January another group of Lushais from eastern bounda{'y of Cachar attacked
the outpost at Manirkhal and Dharmikhal on the Sonai and cut upa Be.ngal
settlement at Nadigram near Silchar '* Many labourcfrs wereabrutually killed
and many were taken as capitive. In the same.yearAmak}}al in south Cachar
was raided and twenty five persons were killed and thlrt.y seven pe:jsc:;ns
carried off'* All these attack in British areas by the lushais threate‘;lfo # ee
British government and now the government wanted to put ag el}thin e
i is. Military and police force was strengthene' wi

raids of the lushais. e ake an attack upon the Lushais. Actually
district. Plan was designed to md ed o et o
the Lushais became very annoyed andse er into the southern boundary of
because the tea planters were going deep
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created' which led imp
gardens.
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