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mmunication Technology is phying
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libraries of karimganj district.

gan| district are very initial stage. Library
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ced by the libraries under study, This study

1. Introduction

Lihrarjtlsﬂm@eart of an institution, Colkege library phys an important role in providing

libra and infarmation service to the college community. Computer is used in libraries to

increase efficiency and effectiveness in the library housekeeping operations and services,
evelopment ant of Information Communication Technology (ICT) enables the libraries to

seras well as library saff. Library automation refers to the use of computer

et is located in the remote North East corner of India. karimganj is one
am. [t is located in central Assam, It was a part of the sylhet district of
jon of India. Karimganj district occupies an area of 1809 square
. iauhtiun of karimganj is 12,28,686, out of which, Male popuktion is
:‘ sulition is 60,2822, The total rural population is 11,18986, he Average
'ulatiun is 70,72%. The district has five nos. of Development Circles.
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These are Karimganj, Badarpur; Nibmbazar, Patherkandi and Ramkrishna Nagar (Data Sourc.
2011 Census)
3. Objectives of the Study:
The objectives of study are as follows:
# Tofind out how many college libraries have undertaken automation.
~ To find out which areas are automated
~ To find out whether sufficient s@ff is available to carry out automation.
= Tofind out the barriers to automation faced by colkge libraries.
4. Research Methodology:

~ The data are colkcted through questionnaire and interview technique “S{"g Savey
method Collected dats has been analyzed and presented in mbukar as well as graphical form,
5. Colleges of Karimganj District :

There are seven numbers of provincialised degree colkeges in different plces of Karimgan
district of Assam. Most of the colleges of Karimganj district are situated in the rural areas, The
Seven nos. of provincialised colleges are affiliated to Assam University, Sikhar Karimganj College
is the oldest college in karimgan| district which was established before independence in 1946,
Nilambazar College, Patherkandi College and Swami Vivekananda College were newly
provincialised in the year 2013 by the Director of Higher Education, Govt of Assam. Besides
thére are a good number of junior coleges, bw colkeges, B.Ed colkeges, technical colleges like
Karimganj polytechnic College, Barak Valky Engineering Colkege, Deendayal Upadhayay Model
Degree College which has not mken into consideration in this study.
Tabkl. Name of the Colkege Library with Year of Establishment

Sr. | Name of College Name of Library Year of

No. Establishment

1. | Karimganj College Karimganj College Library 1946

2. | Nabin Chandra College Central Library 1969

3. | Nilambazar College | Nilambazar College Library 1994

4. | Patherkandi College Patherkandi College Library 1990 |

3. | Ramkrishna Nagar College | Shishir Granthagar 1964 |

6. | Rabindra Sadan Girls R.S. Girls College Library 1961
College

7. | Swami Vivekananda College | Swami Vivekananda College 1991

Library

6. Collection of College Libraries:
Most of the college libraries of karimganj district acquires printed books, journak and magazines,
newspapers, CD-DVDs and subscribes the membership of N-LIST-E-Resources from INFLIBNET

_——.—_—--—_-_—_-——._-.-_.___-_
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Sr. | Name of = _

No. € of Eulltge T e

L Remeer— [ Printed [ Now o cuons

2 T Nabiy cslese__I3co00 | o Printed | Yot

3. Taachandra College 1 yegee—t— 50 35050

— | Nilambazar College =~ 42265 35 |16000 |
——tamhazar College 6433 ——>> | 16000

4. _, Patherkandi College _'-_"“i's'ﬁi-——_k-____;’f*_&_ | 5433

6 pomkrishia Nagar College | gogg——1— A | 2500
6. | Rabindras Sadan Girls College | 1appg —+————2 | B230
7. | Swami Vivekananda Colle, e {1700 NA | 18000

‘%l—'l-—_—u-_.__.. N Ti700

TArY services such as Sirculation, reference

|kg¢{nmmun:tj-. The following

Internet | Repro | Book
Bank
v v v v
-r:__ v | v v
v v | v -
v v v -
= | v T v
v v v v
v v

zation of an) Hibrary. Library automation refers to the
al proce iri of libraries such as cataloguing and
o '-:TJ library automation process. There are
SRR for automation. Some are vendor software
" R i in the college libraries of karimgan,
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Library Automation in karim

Figure: 1 Status of

3 Full
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The above pie diagrams shows that no one college library is fully ﬂﬂtnm;ﬁfﬂ:l:‘i‘:ﬂﬁ?::;
(57%) college libraries are partially automated and other three [43%]_:"“" spfuur i
colksge libraries are in initial stage of automation. Dut of seven college !n :Tatl'fe.d % £s
working with the help of SOUL software and other three newly provincialised cOIREES re
phnning to install shortly open source software due o financial problem.

9. Areas of Automation: _ . _
Areas of lih‘ral;iiuhﬁnﬁtiun are nothing but the housekeeping operations D_f a llhl'f‘-r? which
includes all aperations such as administration, acquisition, cataloguing, circulation, serial control
QOPAC etc. Following table depicts the areas of automation performed by the surveyed college
|ibraries in karimganj district Two college libraries automated their cataloguing and circulation
module and data entry works is going on the other two libraries.

‘Table: 4: Areas of Automation in college libraries of Karimganj District

Adm | Acqui | Catalog | Circulatio | Serial | OPAC |
Control
| Yes [No [Yes  |Ves No  |Yes
| Yes | No Yes  Yes Yes Yes
 Patherkandi College - - - - - -
.| Ramkrishna Nagar Collepe | Yes [No | Yes No No No |
6._| Rabindra Sadan Girls College | Yes | No Yes No No No |
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Owing tabk Presents that al‘lunnw 3 the FQuisite for librar

Anter and Ups Qacilities for AtoMation prog O lbraries e using computey
WLl -Iﬂii:!-:l: Iihr . ; F h':"ﬁ"""‘ ni:i‘ f““r 'i"“lt‘ﬂt‘ hhl‘dt :

4 anes are using Barcode T"-"-"""“l‘m‘ tor hrary Mtomatin i =

Tabk: 5 Hardware used in ghe Colkge lihraries =

St. | Name of College | Computer 77 - -

Na, - ' PUReE | Printer UPS | Scanner Any Other
1. e et .

i_. T _'.Eﬁ!"!l_‘k:“‘l Lutt-ﬂ-@ﬂ — {06 L0 106 o AR
¥ Nabin Chandra College | 11 02 L1 Ty 1 Bar v

3._| Nilambazar College ﬁ—‘mﬁ_‘*—“‘——* >
“_}_ Pathgrhﬂndl CE""EEE‘ | UI. rﬂ] ‘l-:]'[ ’ > t :

5. | Ramkrishna Nagar College |02 0} D; | ET8 =
_,_._-—'—-—-‘-"_-' - - “'———l——-.—\—.___ e “2 “l =

6. | Rabindra Sadan Girls College | 03 O ot oy Barcode
7.1 Swami Vivekananda Colle 01 01 jo; | [

1. S@ff for Library Automation: D
success of library automation mainly depends upon the trained professional Stits having betuer
wmputer knowlkedge. Only singhe

professional i< working
arimganj district The following tabl clearly

ﬂn—pmftﬁiﬂﬂﬂi s@aff in the mlhgz libraries. Maost of the college
yrofessional s&iff and two non-professional staffs
ampkte library automation work within 2
prary has two professional staffs

Figure: 2 Saff working in the surveyed coliege libraries

in most of

the colkge libraries of
indicates that LXI5ting posi

tron of professional and
libraries; there is one
are working. Singh professional staff cannut
short period of time. Only Nabin chandra Collkge
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12. Probkems of Library iutumnlinn:
Tabke: 6 Probkms faced by the college libraries

Problems quﬂﬂﬂﬁiﬁfﬂ—‘%i e (%
Lack of Fund 6 -E"ﬁ’%
Insufficient Staff - ____?___——j"-l-n‘jﬁ,%
Lack of Infrastructure | § (1 Tesl
Lack of Training S S 57
e e | ear et ToTris O ) dii

are facing lots of probkem for their library automation. Qut of 7 colkege llhmrieséfﬁ [B:El%]

colkege libraries are facing financial probkm, all (100%) libraries are ﬁ,mi“g AN

(71.42%]) libraries are facing infrastructure problem as a barrier of library aummfmun: 4

(57.14%) eollege libraries, professionals are not trained well and 5(71.42%) college I,I hr:anes

are getting kess support from the authority, Overall in this table clearly shows that r.najunty i

the college libraries are facing multipk barriers/problems for their library automation.

13. Findings of the Study:

Following findings are identified during study:

*= Itis observed that out of seven college libraries, No (09) library is fully automated, three
{574%) libraries are partially automated and other three {43%) libraries are in initial stages
of automation.

= Itisseen that three libraries are using Soul 2,0 version, while one library is still using Soul
1.0 version. One library is recently convertad bibliographic data from Soul 2.0 to Koha,

. Twuculhge libraries have already automated Circulation and OPAC moduke whereas two
libraries are doing data entry in Cataloguing modulke,

®  Most of the college libraries, librarian himself doing data entry work, Two college libraries
having data entry operator.

®  [tis noticed that sufficient s@ff is not availble to carry out library automation in karimganj
district. The existing non-professional staffs are ako not trained up for automation.

= It may be mentioned that most of the college libraries having infrastructure problem for

automation.
= Lack of support and interest from the authority are the major problems found in most of
‘the Colkge libraries.

14. Suggestions:

The following suggestions may be made for library automation in karimganj district:

- ;'_ﬂq?]__hge_ administration needs to provide basic ICT infrastructure to the college libraries so
that library can start automation process easily.

‘ell of the respective colkges shoul given higher priority for library automation for

fation purpose.
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