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4, Scope of study:
The present study was based on  survey of rural libraries of Sy,
kanrup from kaminp district those are fimedoning under Direciiye,
of T.ibrary service, Govt, of Assum, There are sight rural lihgyri,
working in south kamrup anea.
These inchsde the following:
. Sadhana Puthibharal, Dharapur.
2 Pragati Puthibbaral, Pally.
3. Giramin Prthibharal, Sanemilitn Tiniali Sangha, Meia Tinial;
5. Jannsewa Puthibharnl, Rampur.
. Nehru Puthibharal, Nospars, Chayygaon.
5. Area of Study: |
‘e area of study Is the south kamrup, i.e. the southem part of the
kamrup district of Assam which is separated by the mighty niver
Brahmaputra. The location of south kamnup is as follows: Nagson
district is on the eastand southern part of Goalpara on the west,
Rrahmaputra on the north and the hills of Meghalaya on the south.
Boko, Nagarbers, Chayygaon and Palashbari, These eight rural
libraries of south kamrup come under mainly Chayygacn and
Palashbari Revenue Circle. There are 66 nos, of Graon Panchayats
and nine numbers of community development blocks in south kannip
lbrea

.

. Rural Library

Rural [ibraries are part ol the public Tibmary systorm inthie vty A
purald Hbrary is defined as Yibeury providing wiormation service in
rural nreas free of eharpl or for a nomiina] fee, | consides od an
(ihirmry open o all the ruiml pecple imespect e ofmee, region, colima
apx, Janyrmge e, Al iy s an it port o the minss eduention
pfﬂgﬂﬂlmc sareld 708yt ndim i reirml dievelopoment.

Following ene the aims of roml ibmey and information contre

s

4.

- T take care of econgmie, educational, socinl, culmral and

. To prowide information on all aspects, such s agriculture,

Anymineiess amdng the tusil pecple ol the sounces of informtion
and encorpyge them 10 make ure of nfemmalion which ane
avmilable in the lihmry.

information needs of the local peple.
finangial, public hygiene, lamily plainiog et

Ty cioniverts unediated il eates and nec-Titenks mio potential
lusird.

4, Structure of Libraries under Directorate of Whrury service,

Assami

The whole hismrchical strcture along with ool librries as shown
81, No. Type of Library No. ot Libraries
1 Directorate of Lilrary service, Assam 1 Mo

2 District LIbrary 23Nos

x Branch Libery 4Nos_

4, Sub-Dhasional Linrary 18 Mes:
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Ot of 204 Nos. of snctioned rural libranes in Assam, only efghy
rural librarics exist in the South kammnup aren of kamnup (R) districy,

1. Data Analysis:
1.1 Year ol origin of the Rurul libraries of South Kamrup:

Sr, No. Name of Rural Library Year of Drigin
L Pragati Puthioharal, Parily 1850
2 Jeuti Puthibhars! Baisgaon, Chayygaon 1558
iz | Jangsewa Puthichaml, Rampur 1960
4 Gramin Puthibharsl, Timial 1962
-3 Satpur Pragakshi Puthibharal, Loharghst 1574
3 Wetwu Puthibharsl, Huq-a.aungnm 1880
T mww 1281
8 Sednana Puthibharal, Dhaempur 1986

thﬁnwdﬂthkmﬂiuiginnfmﬂhhwﬁsufnﬁ:
kamrup started from 1950. As the year of origin is concerned,
Praigati Puthibhars), Parlly (1951) is the oldest rural library of south
kamrup while Sadhana Puthibharal, Dharapur (1986) is the latest
ane. Jeuti Puthibharal started in 1958 in the Chaygaon development
MMW@;@.@W%
in 1962, Sutpur Pragstishil Puthibharal in 1974. During ei
decades three rural libraries started in South kamrup. They arc
Nehru Puthibharal Noapara,Chayygaon(l 980), Asomi
Puthobharal, Chayygaon (1981), Sadhsns Puthibharal,
Dharapur( 1986).

All the sbove rural libraries of south kamrup were included their
pme under directorate of library services, Gowt. of Assam in 1986,
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Sinve 1986 these libruries were able o ; ]
directomite of Library sendce. Besides mmﬁmﬂﬁ:mt
[ibraries exist in the most of the villages of south kammup region
But, these libraries are registered only under society registraion
inct. They are yet to be enlisted their names under Bireetomte of
library sernvice, Gowt, of Assum,

1.2 Collection of Resources:

Sr.No. MName of Rural Libeary Total Collection

1 Pragatl Puthishamal, Parly 5200

2 Jeuli Puthibharal, Balagaon, Chayygacn 3,000
a Janasswa Puthibharal, Rampur 350
4 Giramin Puthibharal, Tmiak BEET
& -Setpur Fragatshil Puthibhamal, Loharghat 2657
&, Nehr Puthibharal, Nospama Chayygaon 242
7 Ascmi Puthibharal, Chayygeon 3885
a Sadhana Puthibharal, Dharspur 4,000

Theabove table represents the data relating 10 the total collection

of the ruml Hbraries under study. As the colleotion is concerned

Grramin Puthibharal, Tindali hus the highest collection of books (ie

8,227 nos.) while Nehru Puthibharal, Noapam, Chayygaon has the

Towwest collection of Books {i,e. 2,428 nos, ) Jeutl Puthibham| has
3000 nos, Janasewa Puthibharal has 3,500 nos. Satpur Puthibharl
has 2,657 nos, Asomi Puthibharal has 3,885 and Sadhana
Pisthibharal has 4,000 nes. of books. Rurl libruids received books
from the directorate of libmry services, Assam Hme o time. Most
of the books are in Assamese, English, Hindi and Bengnli langumges.
It ineludies mainly text-books, reference hooks, story books, novels,
biography of grost man e,
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Ihe dbove table can be depicted by the tollowing disgyamg:

Total Collection
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1.3 Subscription of Newspaper and Magazine:

Subscription Number Percentage
News Paper+ Magazing 1 12.6%

Diaily News Paper 4 Se,

Not subscribed 3 37.5%

Dy Newspliper snd masgrines are the medinm of communiciion
of information and knowledpe, Outof & studied rural libraries, only

1 {12.5%) library régularly subscribe magazine(l.e. Prantikyand
newspapers (i. i &, The Assam Tribine, Dainik Asom, Employment
News). 500 rural libraries subscribe only one daily newspuper for
the User commumity. 3 rurl libraries {37.5%) do not subscribe any
mingirines snd rewspaper: Dircetorate of Library service; Assam
docs notprovide el fird o the rural [Tbmries for the subscription
of newspaper and magizines. But with 1he support of the local
mmm&mﬂmmﬂmmmﬂmm
and newspapers.

1.4 Facilities available in the Rural Libraries of Sauth

Kamnrugy.

SL, Mo. Infrastructure facilitiea Yos Parcentage
1. Separats building 5 ey

2 Raading factity g 100

3 Electricity 8 B

a Talevision 8 o0

i Generator Sarvics 1 T2.5%

a7 DOrinking water B T00%

The shove tableshows the picture of ficilines available in the g

Hbearies located in the south kansrup trea. Most of'the rorl Hhreries

srelocnted at the cenime point of the villages. Thes s neral libraney

have independent building bt their present condiions are not good.

Floor of the beary buililing are notwell, The ot s of the building
is et et for the stack frea and the resding mom facilites for
thiz readers, 6 (75%) rural librorigs siurveyed have own litary
bulding. All the rorsl |ibmries im sonth kmmigy bave reading room
fiacility thowgh they are opemting ma single room. 100% numd libencs
insouth kamrup have electricity cognection, Only one (| 2.5%e) rurd
library bas generator provision, Drigking witer factlity is available
inall surveyed rural Tibrures of south kamnp,

1.5 Dpening hours of the Eh,#ll lihrurios:

Opaning Hours Number Percantage
Maming a Q
Evening B 100%

The nbove table shows the opening hours of the rural libraries of
south kamrup; Al {100%) surveyed rura’ librarics of south kamnup
generally open their libraries in the second half of e diay (4PM-

&t




7P R4, In e milEung nme shadents: service holder, and olhyer Peaple
busy ther pwn works: So for the conyenience afthe local people
Jibrary open in the evening time. Local youth comes to the rugy
titrmey 1 the cvering tme o fulfill their needs

1.6 Staf¥ Strengih:
Seafl Mumber Percentage
LibratiamtHefper 7 7 5%
Librarizn 1 12.6%

Number of library staff is very limited w carry out library
getivities to the users in these libmnes. Librarian and one helper
i the only library staff'in the rural libraries. §7,5% rural Jibruries
of zouth kamrup has [ibearon with anc belper, They are
providing library service (o the rural community, Omly | library
(F2.5%4) s proviting service without belper The name of the
{brary is Parly Pragstishil Puthibharal. Une female libraran is
1.7 Qrulificafon of the Roral Librarian:

Qualification  Numbor Forcantage
Matiuaron 2 2884,
H S Pass 3 375%
BABSc Pass 3 37.5%

vty librury service depends upon the qualification of the librarian
Out of eight (8) surveyed rural ibraries 25% librarian are HSLC
pass, 37.3% |ikrarian are H.§ pass and other 37.5% librariin are
BAMB.Sc. pass, Ruml libosrians sre not professionally qualified.
Most of the librarians are not well truined for the rural library

1.8 Library Commities:
Whather Library Mumber

Percanitage
Commitiee exist
YES & 0%
i 0 i}

L.ihmry eommities plavsas significant role for the development of
rural ibrarés, President, becretary, [hmrinn and some exocutive
members epmsist inthe commiities. Library contmittes exists in all
surveyed lbmries af south kg, They opanlee mettings forihe
developement o the library time 4o time_

1.9 Community parficipation:

Community particinition esnnot be deniedin the nml libranes B
Litimries developimentis st possibile withou OO Ty particiuitn.
Loeal sommunity should come fonward for the smprovement of the
ruml librery Servioes. Commimity participation in fhe roml [hmrics of
soiathelearrerup can e sl the ol wing mhle

Indicator Numbar Parcentage
Full participation 4 50%

Paitial 3 37 5%
Notat all 1 12 3%

:H.il Sources of Furnul for the developmont of Rural Libraries:

Sources of Fund  Number Percentage
Directorate of Library 8 100%
Service, Assam

RRRLF o)

Public Danatan 0

Loeal MLAMMP Fund 0 0




Finmnce s the megior things for improvement of all arganization and g
such fora library also, All the surveyed numl hibranes { 100%%) noceive
funds from the PHrectomie of libeary service, Assam. The Prima
firsncial sources of ruml libranics are public donation and govt, Gy
But riirnl [ibwaries under this ares sne unshle 1o pet proper finangiy)
support nither from the public nor from the govemment. The Ry
Rammaohan Roy Libary Foondation (RRRLF) is also not sctive iy
thus regord, There i a0 contribution of the local MLA's and Mpg
fiund for the developrment of the nural librries.
Findings:

* The number of book available in the rural librarics is ngt

saifficient o meet the information needs of nural people.

# Durning visit it et been found that some rural libenies =xist in
some villagesic Amiols fodrmars, Urpul. But they ase
¥ei o be regisierad under directorate of library servieas;
Assam.

» Userrisponse is very less inall the surveved ruml libmrics of
“» The daily newspaper and magazines are ot available cxcept
% The fumiture’s see unconiortshle in the sorveyed miral libriries.
# Space prublem is found in all the surveyed rural libraries.

of south karnnp.
» The condition of Library buildings is not good in the villages.
Problems faced by the rural libraries:
4. Library Legislation: There is a need for library legisiation 1o
ensure financial support 1o the ruml ibraries. The non-cnnctment
84

of libnary legislation is the main reason for the slew growih of
rurnd libranies in Assam

b, Fimanetal problem: Finance bs the major things for improvement
ofany kind of organization. The prime financisl sources of rural
libraries are govi. grant and public donation. The RRRLE is not
active n this regzard. Rurmd libmeiaris are still waiting for the mondhly
salaries for last twn Ahree years.

¢ Lack of povernment grant: The Assam EOVE iy nhways
neglecting the nural libraries fior the rarl people.

d. Lack of public donation: Rural libraries are maintained by
public through public donarion. But thess are living in the rura!
areas, they are not financially sound.

e. Collection development: The book selection procedure is
highly centralized. Some irrelevant books are found in the
surveyed rural libraries. During supply of books to the rural
libearies, nuthority does not provide list of books 1o the
librarian.

L Poor Infrustructure: The library furniture and the sitting
armngements are not good to motvate the readers. Only a few
mumbers of reading tables and chairs are found available in the
surveyed librardes.

& Library opening hours: Opening houns is not canvenient for
the ruril people.

. Proper monitoring System: lsck of proper monitoring is another
problem for the development of rural libraries.

1 lnadequate Training: Only & part of the rural library st
benefited by the training, Some library staff wre still working
m‘ hn m‘m‘ .
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Supgesticny:
3 mmwmmmﬂmmluﬂtmmmmuﬂmm
lepralation inAsSsm-
» The govt. grant should be provided in all the surveyeg Fur|
librasies of south Kamrup,
+ The bocal community should coopemte for the developmey,
nl’mral Uﬁﬂ-ﬁﬂi
» Regular salary should be provided 1o the rural librarians g,
miotivate them.
» Training should be organized for the rurs! librarian in frequen
mamer
# Library working:hours may be frameed according to the
conyenience of users.
» There should be proper monitoring system for development
of the rural libraries.
» Fumninure should be provided to the rurl ibraries to keep the
& iicientifis
» Gow. should provide building grant o the rural libraries to
develop the infrastructure facilitics.
[ Dmnﬂihwnrﬁmsmlﬂdpmvme the list to the
» Govemment has taken effective step to raise the salaries of
the rura ibary employees.

Conclusion:

mmmmﬂmﬁ:mmu{nm libraries

of the south kamrup is not in a satisfaciory condition. Lack of finance,
inadequate book shelves und poar maintenance are some common

prablesms of the rural libraries under study. Librarluns and Grade
IV employees of these ruml libmries fuye net been recelving silares
I time. S, the Government, (he cotmmunity and the muthority
concermed should lake proper inifiative for the overall development
of these rural libraries for imiproving the life style of tie rural
commmunity ind building o gnod natian
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