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EDITORS*NOTE

The lexicon of Postcolonial Studies is intricate yet
fascinating. Its significance in our world c_ontinues to be
questioned on previous grounds of being somewhat
depoliticised, and furthering a rarefied appro?ch to culture
and literature, and on newer grounds of being unable to
account for the complexities of globalisation. To use
Chakravorty's words —the best of Postcolonialism 15
autocritical” and —the worst of postcolonialism, according
to some, is its over emphasis on thesSouth Asian model.”
ot to do that mistake. The Postcolonial Experience:
Implications and Possibilities definitely rest on the South
Asian model as far as its historical and theoretical part is
concerned but we have, in this book, tried to bring in
together the postcolonial experience from and of every
bbean to South Korea and from
France to North East India.

Working on this book has been an enriching
experience and we thank each and every contributor for
their efforts. We hope that this book will help readers to
think about the intellectual, political and theoretical
possibilities of Postcolonial Studies.

Dr. Madhulina Choudhury

Ms. Rimjim Boruah
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CHAPTER-6

Problematising the Politics of M;
A Postcolonial Reading of Hwal,:g’ram“'

yong“s Princess Bayi ok.
Pr- Smarapy,

Karimgap; e
. ), As b
Email ID: Smal'anjitloo@sam’ India

Introduction

It can hardly be denied that the turn of
century has been one of movement of po . trgt
borders, both national and intematil;\l]ﬂtlons ACrog
globalisation is a crucial factor causing peo al
homelands and migrate to new locations i
opportunities and better living conditio
social instability in many countries also d
choice to relocate themselves away from thej
lands. It may be remembered that albeit movre e
people across borders have been in practice si?ehts. of
immemorial, trans-border migrations in recent y:e e
notable for their global scope, their connectiogrs o
domestic and international politics and theijr far—ranw'llh
economic and social consequences (Castles and Millefng
This global phenomenon of the present century has bec)ﬁ
deftly represented by the renowned Korean author Hyang
Sok-yong in his novel Princess Bari (2007). Sok-yong's

the twe,

e
Ple (0 leaye
" search Ofworlr
ns, pOlitica] ang
clermine peop,
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Stra]

onal borders 10 bring

s surrounding the lives of
ent times. Thus, Princess

s ACrosS several intcrnall

rim realiti

nto 2 i in the rec

jnto qiprants 1 ¢ )

refugee and 1 &ondcr upon an inescapable reality of the
7 aakes us

i igrati eans
pari M3 | world where migration has become a m
n

ost-c010 | for many who are living amidst a rapidly
va

anging Socio-polilical matrix.
1

tof Princess Bari:

Bari centres on the life and struggles of thp
Bari, a North Korean girl, who 1s
from her family at a young age and f:mbarks ona
nd spiritual journey across international borders
¢ for survival. The last among seven girls, Bari
om her carly childhood has been endowed with a spfacial
ift of shamanistic power that F:nables he.r to communicate
with spirits and animals. She is deeply m;fl_uenceq by her
randmother, herself a shaman, whose spirit gontmues to
guide Bari after she dies. The incorpqratlon of the
supematural elements into the historiographical plot makes
the novel a work of magic realism. During the North
Korean economic crisis of the 1990s and the ensuing
famine, Bari‘s family migrates to the Chinese side of the
porder. Having lost all her family members and her pet dog
which she considers as her brother, Bari finds herself at the
mercy of her Chinese acquaintances who find jobs for her
and by the time she is into her teens she is already an expert
masseuse. But following a tragic turn of events her message
parlour faces a huge debt. To escape the situation she
illegally leaves China and arrives in London. Bari
rediscovers herself in London as she comes to live in a
multicultural, multi-ethnic society. She marries Ali, a
Pakistani-origin cab driver settled in London. But the
September 11 Attacks cast shadows of unrest over the
Muslim community in Europe and America and its impacts
were also felt in Bari‘s family. While searching for his

¢l
Plo

Princess

femalc prolagonist

scpal'ated
hysical
in her ques
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brother wiig I
Aliis styck in
years. The e
picture of ¢}

a i
d gone (o Afghamstan )
the war-zone g

nding scepe of 1|

¢ a b
oy the post-9/11 Londop as Bap: k By U
S€en in shock and horrg e ; i
destruction caused by an explosiori‘] Stmgg“ng :'rh'}:JUSba’E
- . 1dg
Politics of Migration: -

et o by two factors:
Pl€ (o move out of their
- T 1
factors which induce people topmeosjgl_ 1Ocauon, a gl
(Rubenstein), Thege factors can ﬁnrtl::toba W I
- r {
! €conomic, cultyrg] and o’y
(Rubenstem). The novel depicts difg
migrating t ; i el
lgrating  to  other countries dye
Circumstances in their own homelangs. Thro
one comes to learn of the significant |, I the g |
country at ' i i “PPenings
ANty at a particular point of history, Baris e, " @
migrate to China because of famine in Northy Km]ly l?ad ta
1990s. The contemporary situation of North Orea jp the
understood fi i Korea ¢
crstood from the words of Barjs grandmot i
cautions her granddaughters: —T i
aﬁez' every single one of its subjects
think they‘re calling it the —Arduous March”9» (50-51)
also tells them: -Don‘t mention to anyone that we 'hShe
food to eat. They say half of the houses i the village d;‘ve
the way are empty” (51). The grandmother here mak::
reference to the devastating famine of the 1990s in No
Korea in which 2.25 t0 2.35 million people reportedly digg
(-How Did the North Korean Famine Happen?”). At
time, with the collapse of the USSR and the resultay
isolation of North Korea in the communist-world, t
country was no longer getting external aid like before. A
food production lessened, the North Korean governmen
stopped providing rations to the citizens that caused 2
pped p g2

Migry;
1
Push factopg "‘"hichons g

Videq -
€NViron, My
ethnic 0
Unfayg,

gh

l
anymore, Why do (})gt
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ed
y as several hun(tlrries
an oun
to € ;
inc, forein ss the borders re). This
ccad fam! ‘l—canS to Cfor . Blackmo Misre v
wideFNorth ™ rate search 10 —Arduous her
psil a despe yn as ds of ot
the Chind wewas Knov ilar to thousan risis
like famin€ tune Simtle ih food €
eriod f od Bart’s fi fN ably during was moOre
shap e. NO ment
wlnfh, of her 28 { the govern pyongyang and
children country, qugh food for F'Y crs i the
ho 1 ; arme ,
lhmugmf:d bout nsuritgcn rations f(-)r t;ains to avol
. a
concﬁqihm Sothem to hide their t?]er emphasises
HoeunTT)’S g -(;l;,%ann). Bari's grani?;‘:em and therefore
[% ‘ €1 g e :
starvation pave lost faith on (he go:,o survive. The easiest
pat farmers d their own means 0 ring China, a5
tha ve 0 fin 3 . to the ne;gthl 1]
hey ha nigration i t of autumi,
t s of course ! es: —With the sta
me'anS ested 10 these lines: the banks of the Tumen
itis SVES ople descended upon China crossed

ing pe clatives in ;
Stz}wmii EI'OVES. Those who had T ivors who‘d lost
River

: survl

o searl O g ancttl cran (l)a?)izér along with worker}i
i ss th : gk

surged acro e b
l0Wdf(mteosries ﬁ]ﬂt had shut down, vowing t g
¢ iaa?? L
frOmeyaand save their families” (58 59). .
™ The novel records that even though thi ¢ fllt(,ees
tizens across the border have treated tgf I;)oorga e gven
i lping them wi _

i npathy by helpmg B
Wlllllinsyl f?esh rice for them (Sok-yong 59) thesemble?n :
iy mn%s in quite an ungrateful way, often cause p
migrants,

. . . S
or

i [ in
StaIvinﬂ NOl‘th Koreans wandermg across lhe bordei
0 o

h of food were by no means uncommon in v1llag_es
Searcthc river, but, one day, rumours spread that a family
ﬁzzrbeeu mur,dered in Nanping...this was t.he first instance
of 2 Chinese family being killed” (70). This shows that ﬁ?r
from being a helpless, powerless bunch of people
scrounging for food and safety, refugees are at times a
challenge to any country‘s law and order.
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The novel suggests that
nun_lbcr of North Koreans alsg
gnr‘mgl the Arduous March, Interest; o !
’ctccuons are considered as an actcslmle. noulh Km)‘]
Korean government, the South Korof reason yough
™ r e c
contrary affims that South Korea oo, Ve el
l\gl-caxl Peninsula and, as such N;rﬁons:s[s W
K:It_lzgns of South Korea (Tanak;) As K
3 61msr1y of Unification, between 1990per e So

,f 61 North Koreans migrated to Sou:]md 200
ora beF}er future (Tanaka). This s evid}e
c]; I:%.an s uncle, as told by Uncle Sa]an;}CEd fro
ari's father: —Seems he [Bari* nder, o fr
South. Apparentl oncle]... feg

- Apparently there was a commotigpy & fled 1 1
group of refugees stormed { 100 In Shep  th
Undoubtedly, fleei oy Tbassy, i 18
- y, fleeing to the economically f]q o (égf\
% an easy and tempting option for 4 1u shing g, )'
G orean during the famine. But here it mg blalf‘fed omh
KlgieforuNorth Koreans considering a ngw el‘reme b
o a, 1§re are lwo competing narratives- 1fe n Uth
5 rea _1srthe lar'ld of milk and honey, or j ; ®her Soup,
T?”alllSF exploitation and class-based ine l‘,sl tll']e facy
1 :fc loice apparently made by Bari‘s unccllea'lty Song
1 dorms to the ﬁrst narrative of South Koy ae L novei
nan 1o_f 0pporjfumt1e5 for a poor North Kofa = bei"ﬁa
Kove mterestm_gly remains silent on the fean_ o the

oreans who migrated to the South. The rea . thoe

told what happen e ders
s to Bari‘s uncle > are neye
South. after he migrates 1, lhe[

ot on|
ill 0 Chipy,
Cga”y ned { d! l)ul 4

Oreang

uthelé" ay
as . My,
98 I

KO]‘ea In ul ']n)’as

Globalisation of Migration:

The novel brings int i
the la}e-lwelltieth cégntury:) \E‘folfa?ts c?:nnggogam A
globalisation of migration: a situation wherg)n o
more and more countries experience migratory r}:mnot 5
at the same time, but most immigration countri‘e/gmlf;[:
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i ‘ a

different countics a(r;d fL(;trlel
i v

1 economic an '

. SOCMI: 1). Thus, we sec Bar

n to London in a

h London depicted in
refugees from many

e 1o wiho ; iane, being
; ces. Thus, Barl and Xiang. g

a huge amount of debt that theyhoweﬁi-l nt:) a
un® ® an in China, ar¢ compelled to leave the €0 c;*y
overfil 5 led out of the country by the _—smakehea s

they 2 Smug%mg of smugglers after receiving 2 certain
e cliere ayment (120). It is said that —Anyone
e 1d have their family

.+« have enough [money] cou
e h?ite a pro:lissory note for the balance, and any
abroad could be sent back to the family to pay

monY e total debt” (120). 10 London ;{"‘.“'e X'ta“ -
forced into prostitution, Bari 1S made to work 10 a restaure
pear China Town where the head chef is Uncle L_ou, a 1qa2
from Hong Kong who illegally —stowed away i 4 ship
145) twenty years ago and reached London. The nail salon
at the locality called Elephant and Castle wl'lere Bari
worked was owned by Uncle Tan, originally a Vietnamese
man, who was in East Germany -when the wall came
down,” who then crossed the border into the Netherlands
and lived in Amsterdam for many years (148-49).

t in a society where different migrant
communities reside hybridity becomes a part of life. Bari
witnesses this hybrid society at Elephant and Castle: —.as
[ walked around Elephant and Castle, I saw all kinds and
colours of people. I saw yellow faces, brown faces, black
faces, and occasionally a few white faces — but they
werent British; they blended in well enough, but were
actually construction workers from Poland and the Czech
Republic. Everyone else was a person of colour, like us”
(148). The description given here suggests the

pay

amo

who
back home W

money made

It appears tha
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heterogencous bac
tum of (e twentj

kground of Migrapyg
with recent re

cth century, Thisg . Ohdg

POrts publisheq iy, 2(l)rlc§;]d > M geeg thy
4 quarter of al] constmcl'\ ‘
1don have migrated from Th l
m Poland apg other Eag ’

The helerogcneity of the
on s further exe i
woman who w

with her at Lambeth, the Thai fam;

. Rl : mily o .
their bmldmg, the Nigerian Coupl); :n:iheuthlrd fl
couple who lived across from them, the Chi " Bu
the Filipino Janite nese ¢

Eu Europc‘ln :
erQan Sla

. tes (g
Migrany o

grandfather Abdul from Pakistan wh
lefl of the Polish family and the 1,

was an Indian man (150-52). 1t ma
all left their homeland
living conditions.

ndlord, My

2, L
y pe assumeq thay J,hq
s and settled in London fo,

Challenges faced by Migrants:

It is not untrue that for any migrant adg
to the new socio-cultural setting of the host ¢q
one of the most basic challenges. This is eg
the migrant crosses the border illegally.
novel is a similar one. A fter she
gets the job of masseuse in a m
certain challenges associated wi

pling Ongselp
MY remgyg
pecially s
B.Ell'l‘S Case in {p,
comes to live ip Ching, she
assage studio, but ther, e
th her job, as she says:

I was well aware that most North Ko
position weren‘t paid for their work — they w
they got so much as room and board, The p
yet actively hunting down defectors, but they did show y
if complaints were made. Regardless of the type of work
they did, North Koreans earned no more than a thir of

reans in my
€re gratefy) i
olice were 1

The Posteolonial Experience |86

0 lived n the fla al, 1

¥
T bet,

[ was
. 11 ca all
ef mlgl‘?n‘; y'sms
5 i
. Chiﬂcsil::tw for d
dacU[]ICn:;IMIr’ ﬂnclloz) d t}:le
jat? dcﬂme ,nliCC-( nsccunte rker 11
a9 & apre e INSE Lo of
[uCMv as ane \,CalS Korean ﬂke
rﬁl,;ds e 1 North ow for h that
part ; faced by @ shows wron cle
inati® " povel 3 5 choos e flected 1M o S
dISC"mBut the dih Korean This is € ll helples
Chi"f"l many N sy money- Bari who 5 )
ur ¥ ipem €27 o dvice 10 ountry
s t ds of gnc s
an s WOT na fo it's alway
gala “r ally workine o in the world, es in, an
iigr?" ter where YOU % money © North that I
]aelecmc lights & s from th
e $3° Th hes. All the ymlgp s 4
yanisit=: gcom oju a
“ngﬂtzsfwde wi 2 took another shot of s0J
156 ander 10
o Salam 112)
34 ead back - irls like you -
s .
ncdhl g b selling 8 lous
lea ke a living y o g the perl
They ma indicates m of
‘ lo Salamander 1 China at the t
while Unc igrants 10

sonate with facts
n-
blished by s; I_.‘I;)]I;dt?nt
i al g
itiative (KFI) ¢ _
e Imt(llgllJtina are trafﬁck_ed 1.nto
forced into prostitution,
sex, in a trade which

i rs.
30% into Marriage, an lly for Chinese trafficke

nerates $105 million annua
ge

(Gunia)

tablishing themselves. Thus,

hurdle in s e L
evcnl aLc;gtie\E\l/tl?; is originally from Hong Kong nart
Uncle

) y i del‘lCC Cal‘d”

k n -el \ t to get a resi

it to i even years Jus ; t .

; 4‘ 1::1 timGS the pO] iCC ul]denake (?pEI‘&thlJS 0 art elst
: p .

(ll Slilegai FESidemS Who do not ha\/e visa Or w

the Or k ern

The Postcolonial Experience | 87



So. Uncle Tan cautions Bari who is woy;

i :

be alert because =& jomt squad of lOc-“] AU g

Border Ageney officers had arrived iy Police ‘llgn

warched d door : Severy o A ¢,
—scarched door to door and took away al

immigrants™ (183). These illegal immigr; 02¢

Iits

a

e g vy i
Nigerian man ¥ ho is Ban's neighbour wiq & ine uqecgal
station. Since he docs not have a work Orkeq o, the

. . -Cat

avine a hundred pounds a week Permijy |, 2 gy

P = k to b 3
Orrow, (= Wy

clse’s™ (186) which enabled him to eam »

rate with the legal workers (186). That trlley A the
immigrants is quite pervasive in London ig }e m
Ali who is a cab driver: ——The minicab cop, "ghlighted of
is also crawling with illegal immigrantg Psany I WOrkP
don't even have driver's licences™ (] 9',)) Ome op th:r
situation indicates that in order to survive in. The °"Erar|n
immigrants feel compelled to adopt certain e;lfol-e- l
which often pose a big challenge to the |4 egal p,
country. W of the hig

Migration and Imperialism:

It is seen that Sok-yong‘s novel reveal
f:onnection of migration with the history of colop
lmpeﬁalism. There is an obvious suggestion that ;
taking place around the world are more ofte Migratjop,
rooted in the after-effects of imperialism. Thr; glan not
Bari‘s family first left North Korea for fact tlyyy
pcccssitated by the actions of a heartless regime ﬂ:tna was
its back upon the poor farmers in the countwsideat tumneq
Republic can no longer be the protector of li As the
fa{mcrs‘ lives in times of famine, Bari‘s gran dmoth]e lpoor
faith on the government and says that the ~Fhe onler 10 iy
n thi's world you can rely on is your own family” (Sly)tzng
certain level, Bari‘s joumey to London in the sliiplii

.S fi ClDSe
lalism ang

reminiscent of the (rans-Atlantic slave trade that brought

lhousand_s of _blacks to the New World. Bari is smuggled to
London just like an African slave—without her consent and
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onditions: o
L oof of a slave upro
l|]|lll emblcs ﬂlm

; 1ES in ¢

v ud implﬂﬂ ; events

{ from the South

. she continues:
ng cheap black

P i visualises 2 fr
173)- B he;cf colonialism when exploiti ap black
y iest way for the white coloniall [

e o In fact, during the apalﬂlelq the
, d by the gold mining

f cheap black labour,
fety, to

was :
o eir capitals-
£ South Africa Was powere
f an army © ‘
d to the workers® $2

ducer of gold (Njini).
white colonialism in the

m of apartheid in South Africa resulvted in tl}e
ion of blacks, the end of the colonial regime in
994 resulted in the migratioq of the insecure whites to
safer, white-dominated  locations. In this respect the
imary destination for these people 11a§ beep the UK where
nearly balf of all the South African émigrés in the world are
currently residing (Halvorsrud). Apparently, Lady Emily
also is among these migrants. But it is suggested that the
memories of colonial days cannot be easily erased; even
Jfier leaving South Africa, Lady Emily is still hunted by the
crimes committed by her ancestors. Bari in her dream sees
that Lady Emily‘s ancestors are being tortured in a place
similar to hell by some black shadows:

my 0
ndustry which made use of
with minimal attention pal

pecome (he world‘s No. 1 pro

It is interesting that while

fo :
Jehumanisat

The shadows pull the two white men back down as
they scream and shout.
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Let mie go!
Get us out of here!

Suddenly the crack vani
(174) y the crack vanishes, and the ¢
arfly
i leu: black shadows seem to repr C]oses
ac ‘pcoplc who were victimised i esent the
who in the spiritual world take theirl“ the
:I}mstcrs. Tllu§. Bari becomes the 1 fevenge
e colonial history voices itscl. medium ¢

U,

ulg

alop. . 0
Orl:.:llal. Wg:th
h]'(_\,u.l r Wh'd'
In contrast to U i ® v
; 1e colonial period Ieh
present times are often a consciou S, mi
desire to live in a better place whls decisio
themselves physically and men;al]y ere they

Caused lh(:

€an reg '
rganisc

Bari, thiriks
ari thinks: —Fhere were still so ma
e dy; }

in every corner of the
) world
borders d, and peo
e consltn search of food, just so the ple crossip dying
the cor ant threat of death” (20 ¥ could |j Cnd]gg
ironic in the case of Ali‘s broth 9). But this v‘,’e Withg,,
Pakistan other, Usm iew goq, |
Peacefullyagjl fi';om there to Afghani:?; Wwho travS:] g
, in an implici nor St
for the sak an Lmpliclt wWay, (o ot g |
e of his fello y, to embrac U: Jj
decision s i w Muslims. It is i © death jig
s ind - dts odthy
A e ol ;;e(til by a great desire to as‘“}phed lhatsﬁlr
o5 Grandfather Ablle 1Amencan aggression Sf!Slt Muslipy ;
Britain ul observes: —Fl followin !
fiiat calllslaf‘(’:- declared war on Afghaﬁis[tjn‘ted StatesglI ’
young Muslsiumpport aﬂd-Solidarity have IE;J;, ik .
Grandfathel— Abduinen m other C()unu—ienug()ing out ¢
migration to the wa suggests the possibility (2202))
"I:Se of Muslim mlioxl;-atl?;-n A’If[%llalliStan in thi, ?f la gIObai
the conce € m. is idea Cle Vake Of[
CngangerﬁtasOfv t]rlansnalioﬂalism as aar;?; R \Vil:lcl
that unite people icrgzsa't);pe of COnscio“SncSeS ((\)/f political
international b ertove
orders. cd)

Is

Ueans

Tt
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sio” T 4 b multiple
™ ia et i e by different
: Cszl "Bari not onl b;fsgl lransformatIOﬂS as well:
mi',‘.r.’l'lloﬂe'S ut undergoes cu s 8 permaneﬂl resnde 1 of
O s 1512 and beCOT " o mains an essential part
she cfﬂbrﬂBm her orean hert g o ing hybri ity Her
El]%ilii;d.‘de“tily i ]zl;z :t‘tqched to her origins- It
g{ﬂndxnomcrsﬁgel o com jearn abot! the Kc;(rjez!r:
5 she fom ", e . who vels the entir 'u_/or ir
folkia®® ol pr;-nfc_ 1 ater: =0 they tell her, if you 89
search of the ! & ver there 10 the weste KY, all the
o WherS i SL(lil;Sf ¢ Earth, yOU || find th life-giving
2y to\%e_;n i journeys {hrough the ailing country
e {hcl(l)ceal 4 over the ™ untains, she is helped by
achJSi spirits” g1). Onc notice asimilarlt petween the
lg\sos‘ poth live the life of @ migrant. Through the
Bari, the protagonist of the noveh ihe folktale

i emporary significance- The

peautiful

onfinm this in @
jving water on

rands X
en she returns and sprays the life-gt

d the whole world gets bettet

her Bari has lived

e you, too” (82).
like that of the

. i ce. The readers
e the idea that migration OF movement is 2

human expericnce (hat we all have to 0 through
f our survival and the betterment of our lives.

y recover an
old Grandmot
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