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Abstract

Tea Indsustry played a vital role in the development of the economic
condition of Cachar. The wild jungles of the district Cachar get the light of
modernization for establishment of tea industry in 1855 by the British
Government. Tea was exported from Cachar in large quantity which
prepared the ground of development of the district in every respect. The
' major share of income tax was paid by the tea gardens. Besides the

production of various grains and raring of cattles contributed a lot to
§ develop the economy of Cachar. Business centre, markets etc. started to meet
the demands of teq garden, communication System was also developed and

many roads and railway lines were constructed for the accommodation of
tea gardens.

Keywords: Cachar, Teq Industry, Economy

©2016, 8. S. College, Hailakandi

Introduction

gh north ¢
and the coyp

achar district ig connecting this with
'ry. The railway line which remains

et RN e T RS e

—




Economic Impact of Tea Industry on Cachay

Leena Chakrabarty
Most of the areas were full

communication system with of
that time what was the econg
estimated.

o
herf 'J.U?gleS, roads were insufficient and
- parts of the country was very bad, So at
1IC progress of the district it can be easily

Objectives s
I. To study the deve] ‘ _
Salles, clopment and progress of teq industry in Barak
2. To study the role of tea industry i .
& § 1 the ec
Barak valley. By ¢ cconomic development of

3. To study the contribution tea industry in modernizing Barak valley.

Methodology

This study will be based on primary, Secondary and oral sources. The
primary source includes government records, reports etc preserved in
government and tea garden offices. These will be collected and discussed.
As regards secondary sources books, articles, newspapers, internet materials
etc will be studied. Besides interview will be taken of the persons having
experience regarding tea garden and the labourers.

Tea, the two leaves and a bud, is the blessings of nature. Indigenous
tea plants were discovered in the Jungles of upper Brahmaputra Valley by
Robert Bruce, an officer of the British Government in 1823 In 1937 a new
plantation was started at Chabua in upper Assam.” This was also planted
with China seed. In 1839 the first major tea garden was started in upper
Assam by the Assam Tea Company, the first tea plantation company of the
world which was established on February 12,1839 by Duncun Macmillon
Group.” Gradually the number of tea garden increased in Assam. Within
twenty years many British companies entered in this state. The planters were
very much inspired by the initial success of tea plantatlop In upper Assam
and expanded plantation in various parts of this state. Wlthm.few decades,
tea producers in Assam had occupied 54% of the market in the united

kingdom.*

In Cachar first tea plantation was started in 1855-56 near Barsangan t?y
Williamson and co.’ Tea industry played a very important r'ole in, the socio
economic development of Cachar as well as Assam apd this state 0(.:cup1eg
an important place in the country for its contribution in the production an
€Xport of tea.

Many planters were interested to start tea plqntation in' }(llach';llr.
Gradually with the initiative of administrative persons like Capt. Fisher, the
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i) fbonamiolmpact of Tea Industry on Cachar ... oy C/mkrabm,é, I
fist superintendent of Cac}?ar, then Lt G.Ver_ner &t I;]tt trle:.a Sete;“;art, Tanytes
industry were established in Cachar. Some nndm; a i) S [a €s of Cachgy
during the period of this study were Rosgkan i 'ea cstate, Irongmarg Tea
estate, Borjalenga Tea Estate, qut Jalinga Tea Estat.e, Dwarbonq Tea
Estate, Narshingpur Tea Estate, Katlicherra Tea Estate, Ainakhal Tea Estate
Dewan Group of Tea Company etc. Durmg the period of 1865‘the tea
companies of Cachar suffered a crisis. But in about 1869 the Fea Industry
began to revive and more than one third of all the tea exported from Assam

was produced in Cachar district.®
Progress of tea Gardens in Cachar

Amount of
Plantation Production
(in acres) (in pounds)

16000 34000
24151455000
1872 ﬂ- 91000 m 5000000

Area under

Total areas
(in acres)

Source: | ') District records, DC office,Silchar
2) State and Society in North Eqst India, P Kumar New Delhi 2006
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_ annually_ eprrted more than five millions pounds,” It is s
250000 L ou and notes were annually introduced in the district b the tea
planters.” In 1866 China exported 96% tea to United kingdom Whereyas India
exported only 4%. In1986 China exported 59%, India exported 38% and

Cylon exported only 3%. But In 1903 China expo :
Y rted 109 0
Cylon exported 31%.°. ported 10%, India 59 % and

, Durlpg 1872 , fifty six thousands acres lands were under tea
cultivation in Assam and output was 12million Ibs.'° In this Cachar had
23000 acres of land and production was Smillion pound.'' In 1901 cultivable
land was 3,38,000 acres and production was 134 million Ibs.'? In the year
1876-77 the total value of export was $509,554. Among the various item of
export tea was 62999 mounds, value $503992."* 51537 mounds of tea was
carried by steamer.'* But according to the report of the Deputy i
Commissioner the production decreased to 1s 2d a pound in 1882." Again in f
1903 the average price was 6 1/2d a pound and the production was I
satisfactory.'® In 1895 number of tea garden in Cachar was 199 and total “'
land under tea cultivation was 58,216 acres and production was 20,169,133
pounds.'” In 1915 tea garden was 159 in Cachgar ,to.tal‘land was 60,549 acres
and production was 30,084,829 pounds.' Wllthm twenty years the
production increased about lcrore pound. The_ major share qf income tax,
which was realized by government in the dls_,trlct, was pald. by the tea
gardens. In the year 1870-1871 the amount of income tax realized was Rs

1438."” and major portion was paid by tea gardens.

The deputy commissioner reported that in 1874 supply bills, m?nl:y
orders and currency notes were cashed on jbalance to the alllmount on t o;
252736 According to him that this sum fairly repre.sectllts t %Oamou
money introduced into the district every year by the tea in: ust'ry.

For time being tea gardens suffered from setback during the years of

. 1860°s but again it revived and for this the I_Suropean tea plapterfé aleizglul:rr}s’
~ had to do work a lot. One thing is clear that like other industries, tea industry
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fi ermanent ruination. Various industries “kejute iﬂdUSt
<t e declined for ever in many areas but the ey indygg
s Sugdl mqusnyfcwcwcr of course there may be temporary downfyy i
ne\:r ngn";iko(z; etc. but it was successful to overcome 4] these
roduc ]
gimmies. | e
In south Assam the Lusais the Kukies and l.hc M“'mlpunes raideg
© gardens, killed many labourers and employees of managemen; Wi
n’lf“) ‘i"‘z:[i;e but the British authority was enable to subdye them, The
;an;]11iz}ratignl and the planters jointly faced the tl:lb.alj -rfudsl, stregentheneq
the security of the tea gardens and suppressed the ralwdus.. The effortg of T.
Fihher, the first Superintendent of Cachar and J. W. Edger, the first D.C. of
Cachar may be mentioned in this regard.

Tea industry brought complete change in the S0ci0-economic life of
the people of Barak valley. From 1856 to 1900 a large number of tea gardens
were established and labourers were imported from various parts of India,
Tea garden labourers not only settled in the tea gardens areq but alsg
established different villages - by cutting jungles  and started to [jye
permanently in these villages. Thus these outsiders became an integral part
of the society and cultura] assimilation started to grow. Besides these
labourers worked hard for their livelihood and cultivated the barren lands by
shading blood and Sweat, various vegetables, paddy and other grains were
cultivated by thege labourers in the Wwastelands and ag 3 result economic

profit started. Without Immigrant labourers it was not possible for the [ocal
people to make these Jungles or waste lands c€conomically beneficial. So the

cconomy of the Assam ig Very much indebted to the tea planters and the tea
garden Community.

Tea industry is helping the econom
As tea industry cannot un without Japg
WEre appointed by these garden

y of Barak Valley in many ways.
Urer many workers & employees

] authorities. Begjdes the workers and
€mployees of tey garden, many people are engaged in various industries

i‘grltkled With the teg garzc}en Viz Plywood, aluminum foil, metal fillings
matl 1;(31rs} transp9n. Et(;. These mmdustrieg are Supplying various essential
erials for teg Industries, Tey Industries apg all others ancillary industries

ther, S, these varjoys industries are getting
gardens. Many labours of tea
in  different ~ sectors either
S Organizatiops. The local people and these
' € sweat of tea garden labour
SSam as wel] a¢ Barak valley was not
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ossible. Not only the labourers, the tea garden authority i
a appointed many

Jocal ‘p?ople a]so in the officeg of tea gardeng viz,” »

technicians, drivers, khalashis, and thyg many l;ne 'Z’] babu” or office stuff,
which help?d {0 maintain thejr families, Thys thlenlt)e?yed youths found job,
much (0 S0Ive the unempioyimen Problems of hig r‘i Jgardgns hel;?ed e
hand these tea gardens gave Opportunities cglon. ™ On the other

to the local peo
5 g ple also to me
g nces Of\LmL..mploy ment. Many people engaged themselcvcs in buseit B
and supply of various materials like plywood, electrical goods, hard e
which is very much essentias for tea industry y SeaEIes

When tea industry wag established in Cachar gradually many towns

and bazaars started to emerge. Because it was the need of the hour. Tea was
o diff :

exporte.d t erent parts of the country and even England, The planters
settled in these areas with their families.

tea garden also started to settle in these tea gardens and the
for their daily life. So many towns and markets were emerged centering
these gardens. Not only row materials other materials [ike electrical goods,
motor parts, medicine, tools, machinery were also needed All these
necessities led to development of Silchar town. Business centers’, markets,
many shops were started to meet the demands of these tea garden. Markets,
small, huts &bazaars emerged in every nook and corner of Barak valley. So
these industry is mainly responsible for the urbanization of the area 2

The development and economic growth of an area is basically
depends on communication system. The communication system of Barak
Valley was not developed in 19" century. In 1853 there was only one road in
this district which had not been repaired for years.”* But gradually many
roads were constructed in this valley and communication within the district
became easier. This advantage is received mainly because of the tea planters,
their interest was to have good means of communication between their
gardens and the Barak river by which their tea was dispatched and all this
suppliers received. Foreign trade is carried on entirely by water but Fhe trade
within the district was done through the roads which were repaired and
strictly supervised by the planters.”> Many roads were constructed for the
dccommodation of tea gardens. Some of them were —

The roads in the Silchar municipal union

l. The Borkhola road which connects borkholg Wéﬂll iilchar
2. The Durganagar road connects udarbond with Silchar. A
3. The Soﬁai z(foad connecting the tea gardens of Hatikuri and

Binnakandi
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The ecast Hailakandi road connecting Samarikona to Matijurj With

4.

Hailakandi . ) ‘ '
5. The Katakhal road connecting Gaglacherra tea garden i3

Sudarshanpur y :
6. The Hailakandi road connects Panchgram, Kalinagar,
v e 26
The aggregate length of all roads in 1873 was 166 miles.

From the above figures it is clear that the authority of tea gardeng
were very much responsible for the establishment of variou‘s rqads in remote
areas of Cachar district and also developed the communication system of
this area. This improvement of communication developed the economy of
Barak valley.

The communication with Bengal was done through river. Boats were
the only means of communication which were not sufficient for trade. So to
meet the demands a regular steamer service was started by the Indjan
General Steamer Navigation Company (IGSNC) and River Steamer
Company on the Surma river in 18807

remote area railway became the easier way and with that economy of
Cachar received Impetus.

Conclusion

frifi(l)l.stgje _ir:;tlSh c;l)lanters did their best effors for the development of tea
Govemrﬁent as tlar:( U;t'fy ioiided ¢ Major portion of income of ! he
e Tior to the establishment of teq plantation in this region

; arward eeonomically and communication system was not

sufficient . The tea pardep, labourers with ¢ guidance of the planters made
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the jungle area suitable for habitation ap

3 the establishment of tea estates this va]
Tea industry contributed a lot for the ¢
gave a shape to modern Barak valley.

d cultivation. It was on account of
ley got the light of modernization .
conomic development of Cachar and
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